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Next Generation Learning Standards 

Grade 3 English Language Arts Performance Level Descriptions 
 

Anchor Standard Grade Level Standard Performance Level 4 Performance Level 3 Performance Level 2 Performance Level 1 

Students read closely to 
determine what the text 
says explicitly/implicitly 
and make logical 
inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking 
to support conclusions 
drawn from the text. (R1) 

3R1: Develop and answer 
questions to locate 
relevant and specific 
details in a text to 
support an answer or 
inference. (RI&RL) 

Develop and answer 
thought-provoking 
questions about a text by 
referring explicitly to 
relevant and specific details 
to support answers and 
make inferences that 
demonstrate understanding 
of the text.  

Develop and answer 
questions about a text and 
support answers or 
inferences by referring to 
relevant and specific 
details. 

Develop and answer recall 
questions about a text, by 
referring to details.  

Inaccurately develop 
and/or answer questions 
about a text, without 
referring to the text.  
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Anchor Standard Grade Level Standard Performance Level 4 Performance Level 3 Performance Level 2 Performance Level 1 

Students interpret words and 
phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining 
technical, connotative, and 
figurative meanings, and 
analyze how specific word 
choices shape meaning or 
tone. (R4) 

3R4: Determine the 
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Anchor Standard Grade Level Standard Performance Level 4 Performance Level 3 Performance Level 2 Performance Level 1 
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Anchor Standard Grade Level Standard Performance Level 4 Performance Level 3 Performance Level 2 Performance Level 1 

Demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. (L5) 

3L5: Demonstrate 
understanding of word 
relationships and 
nuances in word 
meanings. 

Identify and insightfully 
explain word 
relationships and nuances 
in word meanings by 
choosing words precisely 
and purposefully.  

Identify and explain word 
relationships and nuances 
in word meanings by 
choosing words that suit 
the purpose.  

Identify word 
relationships and nuances 
in word meanings with 
partial connection to the 
purpose.  

Identify word 
relationships and nuances 
in word meanings 
inaccurately by choosing 
words that show very 
little or no connection to 
the purpose.  

Acquire and accurately use 
general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and 
listening; demonstrate 
independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when 
encountering an unknown 
term important to 
comprehension or expression. 
(L6) 

3L6: Acquire and 
accurately use 
conversational, general 



Next Generation Learning Standards Grade 3 English Language Arts Performance Level Descriptions 
 

5 

 

Anchor Standard Grade Level Standard Performance Level 4 Performance Level 3 Performance Level 2 Performance Level 1 

Write informative/ 
explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and 
accurately through the 
effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of 
content. (W2) 

3W2: Write 
informative/ 
explanatory texts to 
explore a topic and 
convey ideas and 
information relevant to 
the subject. 

Produce insightful 
informative/explanatory 
texts to explore topics 
and convey ideas and 
information, skillfully 
incorporating content-
specific vocabulary and 
relevant reasons and 
evidence skillfully 
organized with linking 
words and phrases; 
provide a conclusion.  

Produce informative/ 
explanatory texts to 
explore topics and convey 
ideas and information, 
incorporating content-
specific vocabulary and 
relevant reasons and 
evidence organized with 
linking words and phrases; 
provide a conclusion. 

Produce informative/ 
explanatory texts that 
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